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In the summer of 1784 the term for which Goethe agreed to undertake the presidency of the Chamber expired. He had accomplished his immediate purposes in the establishment of order and economy. The question must again have crept into his mind, whether it was not time, seeing that his ultimate aims vanished more and more into the clouds, for him to devote his years and strength to the other high tasks of his life.
He did not even need to think of his poetic projects. His scientific investigations had meanwhile become so extensive and had resulted in such fruitful ideas that he must have had a most ardent desire to cultivate this intellectual field on a larger sale.
It was from his official activity that he had received the incentive to resume his old hobbies in natural science and transform them into serious research. Road-making and mining led him to mineralogy and geology, forestry and agriculture to botany, while lectures on the human figure at the Weimar School of Drawing occasioned his more careful anatomical studies. His first progress was in the mineral kingdom, especially after the sojourn in Switzerland, where for weeks he had every day had rich material for observation. " I have given myself over to this minera-logical knowledge," he writes to Merck in October, 1780, "with a perfect passion, because my office justifies me in doing so." He makes extensive collections, urges geological surveys of Thuringia, the Harz, and the Rhon, and himself lends diligent assistance, studying the older geological literature, and seeking to form clear ideas about the constitution and formation of the crust of the earth in general, and particularly in the Thuringian Forest and adjoining regions. In this way he discovers truths far in advance of his time. He undertakes to embody them in a treatise on orology, of which the chapter devoted to the history of the crust's formation was, so far as we are able to see, intended to show that not revolutions interrupting regular development, but forces working slowly through endless years down to the present, have brought forth the